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is but one factor in progress, which depends rather on advance in educa-
tion, on moral and mental characteristics, on accumulations, and to no
small extent on mineral wealth, which does not exist in this district.
Agricultural thrift among the Vellalar exists in a fair degree as shown
by the great number of wells recently dug and the gardens that flourish
under them, but this will not protect the lower classes, who depend on
the better classes. In parts of Germany and Belgium the peasant
proprietors with individually but fewer acres than the Coiinbatore ryot
are yet seldom without their bags of silver, but it will be usually found
that the progress of other industries supports them by giving labour to
members of the family and by creating a demand for their produce
which enables them to accumulate a store against the evil day. This
is not possible to the Ooimbatore ryot, still less to the labourer. For
all its appearance by census statistics, which give it the first place for
industries other than agriculture, it is really an agricultural district and
nothing else; its industries are petty rural industries dependent on the
welfare of the ryots among whom the artisans live and whom they
supply, and no amount of petty weavers of cheap cloths for district use,
petty potters, village artisans, and so forth will avail to protect a
district against distress ; the ryots are the only capitalists, and they are
nearly all very small, so that in times of scarcity it is all they can do
to keep alive, and cannot employ others; the wealth of the district
circulates chiefly within itself and consists principally of the produce of
its soils; little capital comes in ab extra to employ its labour, and theite
are but few industries to supply an external demand, so that if a local
scarcity comes, the capital that employed tlie labourers itself fails and
with it the bread of masses.

The reproductive habits of the population must be seriously consi-
dered. The industrial arts are backward, stationary, or retrogressive
(e.g., weaving), and the effective desire of accumulation is low; hence
a very slow increase of reproductive capital. But the reproductive
power of the people is absolutely unchecked, marriages are fairly early,
and children are born with no check save that of long maintained
lactation. The fertility of the population may be gauged by the high
birth rate above mentioned, and there being no preventive check, it
is a priori probable that there would be some positive check. Tip to
the beginning of the century this was supplied, test* history, by inter-
nal waxs, the fearful incursions of semi-barbarous hordes, frequent
pestilences u and dire famines; the letters of the Madura Jesuit Mission
and the pages of Wilts bear witness to all- the horrors here noted. The

11 In the seventeenth century a dire pestilence is mentioned "by the Jeeait mis&marfes
which swept away one-third of the people, while famines of an appalling character are
elsewhere recorded, in addition to the incttrsions of foreignerjs and intestine war, robbery
and murder, and the depredations of wild beasts or wilder Koravars and Brinjaries, One
Catholic missionary (seventeenth century) mentioned that within six months thirty
persons whom U knew wre killed by TOldbeasts.